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Stickland, a Canadian living 
Mexico, contended the_ book gave 
a misleading impressiOn of th_at 
nation and could harm its tounst 
trade. He drove to Toronto to at· 
tend the hearing. 

Friedman, whose stationery ~e­
scribes him as a nuclear physlclst· 
lecturer, complained about a 
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Press Council won't rrile on UFOs 
ByRon Lowman Toronto Star 

The Ontario Press Council 
wants no part in deciding whether 
flyin~ saucers exist and says its 
role 1s simply to consider the fair· 
ness of a newspaper's conduct. 

It also declined to rule on the va­
lidity of a Toronto tourist's tale of 
torture in Mexico, described as 
both fiction and non-fiction. 

The voluntary council dismissed 
a complaint against The Globe and 
Mail by Stanton Friedman of 
Fredericton, N.B., over its treat­
ment of the Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFO) issue. · 

And it rejected a grievance by 
Pete Stickland against The Toron­
to Sun about a· combined review 
and interview dealing with a book 
on Mexico titled Vantlla Road. 

story, an editorial and his rejected 
letter to the editor. 

The story bore the headline: 
Rage In 1950s, UFO Sightings Just 
Faded Away. It was based on a 
portion of federal material on the 
subject, but Friedman argued that 
different conclusions would have 
been reached if the rest of the data 
had been studied. 

The Globe said its story was 
based on defence department 
records that had just been declas­
sified and the text made this clear. 
It described its subsequent editori­
al on the subject ~s a whimsical, 
humorous look at a topical matter. 
Friedman's letter was rejected be­
cause a better one arrived criticiz· 

ing the story, the newspaper said. 
The council ruled that the arti· 

cle contained no significant inac­
curacies and was fair and reasona­
ble. It called the editorial light· 
hearted and justifiable comment 
and sa id the rejected letter added 
nothing to the debate. 

In his complaint. Stickland said 
it should have brrn obvious to The 
Sun that \.'anilla Rnad is fiction, 
not fact. Council's understanding 
is that thf' blhlk was published as 
non-fiction. iJ spokf~:~man said. 
Th~ ncw~p~1per :=.a id it offcrc·d to 

publish a l{' ttt>r from Stickland. 
providing lw acccpt<'cl a span~ 
limit and agrt>cd to avoid defama· 
tion. He declined. 


